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Emergency Care Guideline Task Force 
The Emergency Care Guideline Re-Write Task Force was established in March 2021 and met for the 
first time remotely on 19 April 2021.  Two subsequent remote meetings have taken place on 10 May 
2021 and 28 July 2021, with a further meeting planned by January 2022 when emergency medicine 
professionals have been recruited to the group. 

Membership 

Lishel Horn Chair 
Kate Forsyth 
Richard Gooding 
Richard Gorman 
Deepan Gosrani 
Jason Mainwaring 
Vicky McDonald 
Charles Percy 
Emergency Medicine Representatives (recruitment underway via RCEM and RCPCH) 

 

Remit and Aims 

The remit of the task force is to review, update and re-write the existing UKHCDO Emergency Care 
Guideline (2009).  The 2009 document takes the form of a series of standards for emergency and 
out of hours care.  The focus of the new task force will be on provision of 24/7 emergency care.  
Provision of more routine aspects of care that require scheduling outside of “office hours” will not be 
addressed in the new guideline. 

The standards in the existing document are otherwise largely still applicable but require some 
updating in view of changes in practice such as new treatments, widespread use of electronic records 
and IT systems in healthcare and wider changes in the NHS in delivery of emergency care.  

The new guideline must be compatible with peer review standards and with the national service 
specification for haemophilia (NHS England B05/S/a 2013). 

It is clear that wide implementation of the existing standards has been problematic and formal and 
informal patient feedback suggests that the experience of emergency care often remains suboptimal.  
In order to address these issues, a key aim is to publish the updated guideline in a peer reviewed 
journal targeted at a wide readership of healthcare professionals.  A further aim is to provide 
implementation tools to accompany the guideline. 

Work streams 

Work has commenced on the following work streams: 

1) A first draft of proposed document structure has been circulated and agreed. 

2) Professional literature searches have been explored and two quotes obtained and submitted for 
approval by UKHCDO. 

3) Each member of the task force has been allocated standards in the existing guideline to review. 

4) Links with emergency medicine and the SDEC initiative are being explored (requires the 
recruitment of emergency medicine consultants to the group). 
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5) Patient surveys are under discussion and a decision is to be made as to whether existing survey 
data is adequate, or a new survey is required 

6) Review of the bleeding disorders card and alert systems including electronic alerts. 

 

Dr Lishel Horn 
Chair, Emergency Care Guideline Task Force 

November 2021 


